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Meeting notes 

Thursday 25th April, 2013
at 7.30pm at the Children’s Centre
Present

Mark Brand (Chair), Andrew Beedham, Danielle Coleman, Justine Glynn, John Hatto,                Carole Hegedus, Cllr Sue Jones, Jill Lamb, Jean Loveland, Sarah Perrett, Andres Muniz-Piniella, Peter Rixon, Briony Rowland, Chas Warlow, Cllr David Williams, Penny Frost (secretary)

Apologies

Janice Baker, Geoff Hyde, David Lawton, Jose Medina, Cllr Brian Miller, Chris Ruse, Richard Woolf

1. Introductory remarks
Mark Brand welcomed everyone to the meeting

2. Approval of minutes 5th March 2013 and matters arising
Minutes from the last meeting were approved.  

Matters arising: 

· Jean Loveland circulated a list of the funds which have been received for HUG projects (see attachment), showing the amount received and current balance, and agreed to add a column to these accounts giving a breakdown of spend. In response to a query on funds received for Teddington Park Road, Jean explained that RHP needed a means of handling this as a gardening account, using the HUG account for convenience and paying HUG 10% for consequential admin. Jean was thanked for her efforts

· It was agreed that Mark will call a Directors’ meeting shortly to go through aspects of the whole admin of HUG for the benefit of new Directors

· Float at the Lord Mayor’s Show - no further information on this. Mark will speak to Alex

· Ham House Sow and Grow on 19th May – Andrew will post a schedule for HUG members to sign up on a rota. Noted that it is the same day as H&P Open Gardens
3. 
Presentation on Neighbourhood Forum (see presentation notes attached)

· Neighbourhood Forum application follows the old Parish boundaries and the natural boundary of the river, so is unlikely to cause any boundary disputes

· LB Richmond has now received the NF application , and will put it out for a 6-week consultation probably between 3 May and 14 June. Watch the next issue of the H&P Magazine for details. There will be a public consultation in the second week of June which Andrew will coordinate and advertise

· Approval for the Forum should be received in early September and the Plan will probably be complete by the summer of 2015
4.    Ham Village Green

· Ham Green is urban open land and cannot therefore be preserved under legislation as a village green 

· The blocks currently on the green are approximately 60-75% social housing and the remainder is leasehold, but the buildings are slowly deteriorating and only just meet the Social Landlord housing requirements

· There is some consideration of planning to develop this housing to bring it up to a higher standard, and to extend the community facilities – clinic, youth centre, library etc – but this would be very costly

· Julia Van Den Bosch is setting up a Friends of Ham Village Green to take a positive approach to preserving this as an open space – eg the Council and the Friends of Ham Village Green are aiming to get a ‘green flag’ for this area
· Agreed that Julia Van Den Bosch is invited to a HUG meeting to discuss this further
5.
Project updates

· Ham Hydro has not yet gone to Planning Cttee partly as a result of EA moving slowly and because noise remains an issue. Andres suggested that Chas emails NPL to ask for help with investigating noise levels on a similar project in Windsor and make recommendations of levels of acceptability

· Swimming Pool – Peter Rixon has requested an update and Jean reported that a further £2000 is available if the Directors agree to its transfer

· Programme of HUG events: Jean, Danielle and Justine have had a meeting to draft ideas which they will bring to the next meeting. John Hatto is arranging a bug morning for children in September in conjunction with the library 
6.
Other business

Excess bread being dumped in Ham Pond – John Hatto has drawn up a draft text for a leaflet explaining that bread kills pond life and endangers the lives of the wildfowl, and will coordinate contact with other environmental groups and all the local schools to educate the children with visits, leaflets and posters. Malcolm on the Parade will stock wildfowl pellets. 

The following steps were agreed:

· Set up a table at Ham Fair to advertise the problems caused by excess bread, and sell packets of duck pellets 

· Article by John in the next H&P Magazine + leaflet distribution 

· Penny will set up a poster competition in the schools – every entrant gets a bag of pellets!

For information: Sat 3 August HUG is invited to join the Richmond Feeder Ride to the Central London Skyride – details later

7.
Dates of future meetings and potential topics to be discussed and finalised

Monday 20th May – HUG programme and preparation for Ham Fair
Wed 26th June – Neighbourhood Forum next step?

Thurs 25th July – history of aviation in Kingston?

Wed 28th August – review programme

Thurs 26th September – energy conference?
Wed 23rd October

Thurs 28th November - AGM

Where possible, items of AOB should be with Penny at least 7 days in advance of each meeting date.
